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first chapter the author traces the origin of quit-rents; in the 
second he deals with colonies in which there were no quit-rents; 
in the next five chapters he discusses proprietary quit-rents; and 
in the last eight he treats of royal quit-rents in the different 
colonies. It must be observed that the quit-rent system in- 
cluded not only payments to the crown by the companies and 
proprietors holding charters, but also payments to these com- 
panies and proprietors by the individual tenant or land holder. 
A good illustration of the system in both aspects is found in the 
grant of land by the Carolina proprietors to Sir Robert Mont- 
gomery in 1717. Had Montgomery's intentions been carried 
out, the settlers would have held their land of Montgomery, he 
would have held of the Carolina proprietors, and they of the 
king, thus constituting "three rungs of the feudal ladder"; 
there would have been paid three different kinds of quit-rents. 
For all those to whom history means something more than a 
record of wars and changes of political administrations, Professor 
Bond's book will be of great interest; for it presents history 
in terms of social institutions, and this is one very significant and 
fruitful method of writing history. 

John A. Ryan. 
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